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“Gifts of the Spirit” — What Does Jhat Really Mean?

1
ifta of the Spinit”

What Dozs That Really Mean?

1 Corinthians 12:1-6

"Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not
want you to be ignorant: *You know that you were
Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols,
however you were led. *Therefore I make known
to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of
Yahweh (God) calls Yahshua (Jesus) accursed, and
no one can say that Yahshua (Jesus) is Master
(Lord) except by the Ruach haKodesh (Holy
Spirit). *There are diversities of gifts, but the same
Ruach (Spirit). °There are differences of
ministries, but the same Master (Lord). °And there
are diversities of activities, but it is the same
Elohim (God) who works all in all.

For approximately the last 1700 years, the church has been
instructing the institutionalized believers about Spiritual Gifts
from a bias. This was originally done to place the people in
bondage, as the institution of the church was spiritually divided
into two halves: the “haves” and the “have nots”. The clergy, the
“haves”, were, and still are in some instance, considered to be the
only called. The laity, the “have nots”, were disallowed any type
of spiritual responsibility. This produced a system that not only
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took mankind into the dark ages, but in many ways is still
practiced today. In this line of reasoning, the pastor, minister,
priest, etc. perform all the duties of ministry defined by the
church because they are the only ones spiritually equipped. The
laity, the “have nots”, are required to support financially and
physically all the desires of the “haves”. This model is not
supported by Scripture, but was rather developed after the model
of the Emperor of Rome, who controlled all aspects of the
“kingdom”.

This type of rule depends upon keeping the aspects of the
masses, the “have nots”, ignorant and thereby defeated. This
principle of government is not divine and only entered the church
when the religion of Christianity was invented by Constantine,
Emperor of Rome, with the development of the Constantinian
Creed (See Appendix A) and the Nicene Council in 345 A.D. The
whole teaching of “spiritual gifts” was based on the thought that
they were only given to the “haves” and the “have nots” would
never receive them. In reality, this mindset did nothing for the
unity of the body. It instituted division and bondage, yet people
adhered to it by the perpetuation of ignorance. This is not the
scriptural model of ministry, nor is ignorance ever a good practice
within the body of the Messiah as stated by Yahweh in Hosea 4:6:
“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you
have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest
for Me; because you have forgotten the Torah (law) of your
Elohim (God), I also will forget your children...”

I believe that the Scriptural model for ministry is that we, the
body of Messiah, are all called to be priests as described by
Yahweh in Exodus 19:6: “...And you shall be to Me a kingdom
of priests and a holy nation,” and restated by the apostle Peter in 1
Peter 2:9: “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the
praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous

Appendix A—onstantine's Christian (reed

Appendix A

Constanting's Christian Crood

I RENOUNCE ALL CUSTOMS, RITES LEGALISMS, UNLEAVENED
BREAD AND SACRIFICES OF LAMBS OF THE HEBREWS, AND ALL
OTHER FEASTS OF THE HEBREWS, SACRIFICES, PRAYERS,
ASPIRATIONS, PURIFICATIONS, SANCTIFICATIONS, AND
PROPITIATIONS AND FASTS AND NEW MOONS, AND SABBATHS,
AND  SUPERSTITIONS AND HYMNS AND CHANTS, AND
OBSERVANCES AND SYNAGOGUES, AND THE FOOD AND DRINK OF
THE HEBREWS; IN ONE WORD I RENOUNCE ABSOLUTELY
EVERYTHING JEWISH, EVERY LAW, RITE AND CUSTOM...AND IF
AFTERWARDS I SHALL WISH TO DENY AND RETURN TO JEWISH
SUPERSTITION, OR SHALL BE FOUND EATING WITH JEWS, OR
FEASTING WITH THEM, OR SECRETLY CONVERSING AND
CONDEMNING THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION INSTEAD OF OPENLY
CONFUTING THEM AND CONDEMNING THEIR VAIN FAITH, THEN
LET THE TREMBLING OF CAIN AND LEPROSY OF GEHAZI CLEAVE
TO ME, AS WELL AS THE LEGAL PUNISHMENTS TO WHICH I
ACKNOWLEDGE MYSELF LIABLE. AND MAY I BE ANATHEMA IN
THE WORLD TO COME, AND MY SOUL BE SET DOWN WITH SATAN
AND THE DEVILS” FURTHERMORE, I ACCEPT ALL PRAYERS,
PURIFICATIONS WITH WATER, SANCTIFICATIONS BY THE
PONTIFICUS MAXMUS, PROPITIATIONS AND FEASTS, AND THE
NEW SABBATH “SOL DEI” (DAY OF THE SUN), ALL NEW CHANTS
AND OBSERVANCES, AND ALL THE FOODS AND DRINKS OF THE
ROMANS. IN OTHER WORDS, I ABSOLUTELY ACCEPT EVERYTHING
ROMAN, EVERY NEW LAW, RITE AND CUSTOMS, OF ROME, AND
THE NEW ROMAN RELIGION.
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light”. The growth, spiritual maturity, and ministry of the body is
not the sole responsibility of the shepherd, or more accurately, the
lead servant. To this end, this book has been developed by the
leading of the Ruach haKodesh (Holy Spirit) to not only educate
you as a believer, but more importantly, to empower you in your
ministry.

Do not be Ignorant

It is important that we all understand the concept of Spiritual
gifts, and Paul addresses that fact at the very onset of 1
Corinthians 12. Paul states in verse 1: “Now concerning spiritual
gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant.” Notice he says ,
“I do not want you to be ignorant”, as he begins his teaching. In
other words, ignorance is the natural state of fallen minds until we
receive instruction of the truth. The difference between stupidity
and ignorance is made after instruction is received, not before. So
what is the difference? Let’s investigate. Ignorance is a lack of
knowledge of the truth, and stupidity is not acting on it.
Therefore, if one is instructed in truth and begins to walk it out,
then ignorance has been overcome, yet if we are instructed in the
truth and decide not to walk in it, then that is stupidity. In the
course of this study, there will undoubtedly be material that you
have never heard before. In addition, there may be depths of truth
revealed in the Scriptures that you have never been taught. In
either case, it is not the intention of this book to make you feel
that your previous studies have been wasted, or to make you feel
stupid. All study is of some value and my desire, like Paul, is that
you not be ignorant.

Ignorance — The state or fact of being ignorant; destitute of
knowledge or education; the lack of knowledge or comprehension.

Stupid — Given to unintelligent decisions or acts; acting in an
unintelligent or careless manner lacking reason.

Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary
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Examination of the Facts

The examination of only the English translation provides us
with some insight as to what the Scriptures reveal. However, in
order to understand the fullness, we need to examine the
Scriptures in as early a form as possible. In the New Testament,
in most cases this would be the Greek. Simply due to the
differences between Greek and English words, sometimes the
translation process leaves much room for error, and inadvertently
causes misinterpretation. Such is the case with the term “spiritual
gifts”. Unfortunately, the English language many times only has a
single word that describes a group of words or an entire concept
in Greek. This one word translation dilemma can be seen
throughout the New Testament. The most familiar is the
translation dilemma of the Greek words “erros”, “philos” and
“agape”. All these words were translated in English as “love”, yet
in Greek they each have very distinct and different meanings.
This is also the case with the English word “gifts”. Usually when
we think of the word “gift” we think of it in terms as a present,
such as a birthday gift, and we bring that understanding to the
Scriptures in our studies. In reality, the one English word “gift” is
translated from four different Greek words, each of which have
very different meanings. However, those definitions are obscured
by the translation process.

Gift — Something voluntarily transferred from one person to

another without compensation; the act, right or power of giving.
Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary

The word “gifts” has been translated from the four Greek words
“charisma”, “merismois”, “doron” and “domata”. In order to tell
the difference, we must always keep the Scriptures in context, and
still use a good Greek dictionary. In this study we will not merely
rely on the translators for accuracy, but seek deeper truth. Listed
below are the four Greek words translated as “gifts”, as well as

their contextual addresses.

dctivation

7
Uctwation

All of this study has led to this point—activation, which brings
us to a very important point—authority. Man does not have the
authority to activate spiritual charisma in the life of believers;
only Yahweh does. However, Yahweh does establish His
delegated authorities in the earth not as their own authority, but
rather as a representative of Yahweh’s Authority. They are
delegated by Yahweh, not man, for purposes such as this. In other
words, rituals such as graduation, licensing and ordination do not
necessarily reflect true activation of your charismas, as many
have become accustomed to in this age. Remember, Yahweh does
not need a ceremony to bring about His purpose in the earth.

According to 1 Timothy 4:14 and 2 Timothy 1:6, Shaul (Paul)
reflects on Timothy’s activation by prophecy and laying on of
hands by Yahweh’s delegated authorities.

Upon completion of this series, I suggest you consult with one
of Yahweh’s delegated authorities in your life for your activation.
Don’t let fear overcome you, take dominion and step out.

1 Timothy 4:14
Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was
given to you by prophecy with the laying on of the
hands of the eldership. NKJV

2 Timothy 1:6
STherefore I remind you to stir up the gift of
Yahweh (God) which is in you through the laying
on of my hands. NKJV
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proper place and order. We don’t give our spiritual charismas the
proper recognition, therefore making them utterly useless. In
short, we despise them. The latter writings (New Testament
Scripture) command us to grant the charisma and gifts of the
Ruach (Spirit) their proper place of importance in our lives. The
only thing that scripture speaks of more than our charismas and
gifts is love. Therefore, it should be obvious why we need to take
them seriously.

During my college days, my father, in his frustration with my
GPA, once told me, “Boy, you beat all I ever saw. I send you to
school and buy you books, and what do you do with them?”” From
my GPA, it was obvious that I did not use my books correctly.
Now that I’m in ministry, I wonder if this is the way our heavenly
Father feels about us. After all, He created us in His image, gave
us dominion over creation, and redeemed us back to that authority
when we had given it away. What do we do with the authority He
has given us? Not what we should. All too often, we fail to take
ownership. If we do by chance begin to “own” it, it is not long
before we begin to neglect our authority, or just outright make it
utterly useless. We then go whining back to our Father because
life is just too hard. It’s time we stopped our whining and grow up
and be somebody—that somebody we were created to be. You
already have everything it takes. You simply need to do it.
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merismos (mer-is-mos’) — NT3311 from NT3307; a separation
or distribution. In the King James version, it was translated as
“dividing asunder” and “gift”. This word is used in the following
verse(s): Hebrews 2:4

doron (do’-ron) — NT1435 a present; specially, a sacrifice. In
the King James version, it was translated as “gift” or “offering”.
This word is used in the following verse(s): Matthew 2:11, Luke
21:1, Hebrews 5:1, Hebrews 8:3, Hebrews 8:4, Hebrews 9:9,
Hebrews 11:4 and Revelation 11:10.

doma (dom’-ah) — NT1390 from the base of NT1325; a present.
In the King James version, it was translated as “gift”. This word
is used in the following verse(s): Matthew 7:11.

charisma (khar’-is-mah) — NT5486 from NT5483; a (divine)
gratuity, 1.e., deliverance (from danger or passion); (specifically)
a (spiritual) endowment, i.e., (subjectively) religious qualification,
or (objectively) miraculous faculty. In the King James version, it
was translated as (free) “gift”. This word is used in the following
verse(s): Romans 12:6, 11:29; 1 Corinthians 12:4, 12:9, 12:28,
12:30 and 12:31.The only word translated as “gifts” in 1
Corinthians 12 (the Scriptural standard for spiritual gifts) is
“charisma”, Strong’s number NT5486. It is this definition that we
will work with most closely.

In addition to the one word translation dilemma, sometimes
words are either added or not translated at all. This trend is not
always apparent in our English translations of the Scriptures.
Therefore, for this study we will use the aid of the Interlinear
Scriptures. In the Interlinear Scriptures, if a word has been added,
it will be noted with a Strong’s number of 9999, and non
translated words will have the Greek word with a Strong’s
number, but the English word will be left blank. These added and
omitted words do not always change the context of the Scripture,
however, sometimes the context is drastically changed. With this
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in mind, let’s examine 1 Corinthians 12:1 in the Interlinear.
1 Corinthians 12:1

"Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not
want you to be ignorant.

Peri D¢ Toon
4012 1161 3588
concerning Now not translated
Pneumatikoon Adelfoi Ou
4152 9999 80 3756
spiritual gifts, brethren, not
Théloo Humés Agnoein
2309 9999 5209 50
I would have you ignorant.

When the additional text is removed, the meaning of the verse
changes. It would correctly read:

'Now concerning supernatural or divine brethren, I
do not want you to be ignorant.

As you can see, the context of this passage greatly changes
with the added word “gifts”. Now we are dealing with something
totally different than mere presents. We are dealing with spiritual
brethren. This concept of spiritual brethren and not gifts is much
deeper and describes much more than something we possess, but
actually describes how we are to be. At this point, it is important
to understand the characterization of a spiritual brother. By the
simplest definition, a spiritual brother is one who has been
transformed according to Romans 12:2, displays the fruits of the
Ruach (Spirit) in their private lives according to Galatians 5:22-
23, and in the most complex form of the definition, it is a brother
who walks as Yahshua walked according to 1 John 2:3-6. In other

Grow Up and Be Somebody

not understand. In 1 Thessalonians 5:14-20, Shaul (Paul) directs
the assembly of Thessalonica to not despise prophecy.

1 Thessalonians 5:14-20

“Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who
are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold the
weak, be patient with all. °See that no one renders
evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue what is
good both for yourselves and for all. '*Rejoice
always, ''pray without ceasing, '*in everything
give thanks; for this is the will of Yahweh in
Messiah Yahshua (God in Christ Jesus) for you.
®Do not quench the Spirit. *’Do not despise
prophecies. NKIJV

Despising what we do not understand causes the Ruach (Spirit)
to be quenched. Obviously the assembly in Thessalonica had the
same issue that the body does today—that of quenching the
Ruach (Spirit). The common thought appears to be, “Since we
don’t need it and we can’t understand it, therefore it isn’t real.”

It is a documented fact that there are more instances of divine
healing in third world countries than there are in the U.S. Why?
Because they have a greater need. The simple truth is that we
have replaced divine healing with doctors and prescriptions. In
short, if prayer doesn’t work, we simply go to the doctor. So the
Ruach (Spirit) is then quenched, and the healing doesn’t happen.
What happens when there are no more doctors and no more
prescriptions? Be very careful of what you despise and point the
finger at—it could be the very thing you need to set you free!

The Greek word for despise is “exouthenoe”, which means “to
make utterly nothing of”. In other words, the believers in
Thessalonica, like many believers today, did not give their
spiritual charismas (especially the prophetic charisma) their
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Messiah is in our current hour, as detailed as the last of seven
ages in Revelation.

Revelation 3:15-17

< know your works, that you are neither cold nor
hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. '®So then,
because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor
hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. '"Because
you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and
have need of nothing’ and do not know that you
are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked.”
NKJV

In His declaration, Yahshua gives us a stern warning against
neglect. He states that this condition will cause us to be spewed
from His mouth. In addition, in verse 17 Yahshua gives us the
cause of this condition of apathy. Why is it that we don’t want
responsibility and we neglect ownership? Because we have a core
belief that we don’t need it. We have become comfortable. We
think to ourselves, “If I don’t do it, someone will. It doesn’t have
to be me.” This is exactly what Yahshua states in verse 17:
“Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have
need of nothing’ and do not know that you are wretched,
miserable, poor, blind, and naked.” We have become so in need,
but because of apathy we don’t even know it, fulfilling Isaiah
43:19.

Isaiah 43:19
PBehold, I will do a new thing, now it shall spring
forth; shall you not know it? I will even make a

road in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.
NKJV

The second spiritual issue is that of despising that which we do
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words, one who walks in Father’s ways, and understands the
spiritual context of Torah.

In 1 Corinthians 12:2-3, Paul seems to make a side
statement—a statement that has nothing to do with the context of
the surrounding passages. However, it is in these verses that Paul
begins to make the distinction of the brother described in Verse 1.
Let’s investigate. Who has been transformed according to
Romans 12:2 “And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove
what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of Yahweh
(God)”? It is the spiritual brother. He once was defined by the
world as a Gentile, but now his mind has been changed or
transformed. He has gone through a transformation of mind, will
and emotion. In short, he is no longer the same. In 1 Corinthians
12:2, Paul states, “...you know that you were gentiles” (NKJV),
and in the NIV it is translated, “...you know that you were
pagans”, denoting that the brothers in Corinth are no longer
“gentile” or “pagan”. Why? What happened? They have been
transformed and no longer conform to the patterns of this world.

Gentile — Greek word ethnos (eth’-nos) — Strong’s number
NT1484 defined as a race of the same habit, i.e., a tribe, specially
a foreign, non-Jewish one, by implication, pagan. Derived from
root word etho (eth-o) — Strong’s number NT1486, defined as
custom. In the King James version, it was translated as “gentile”,
“heathen”, “nation” or “people”. Strong’s Greek Dictionary

The first definition of a spiritual brother is a person who no
longer conforms to the patterns of this world by indulging
themselves in idol worship. If we are to move in power today and
display the characteristics of a spiritual brother, it is imperative
that we cleanse ourselves of idols, which have become false
images or elohim (gods) and directly reflects the walking out of
the first and second Commandments in our personal lives.
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Exodus 20:1-6

' And Elohim (God) spoke all these words, saying:
> am Yahweh (the LORD) your Elohim (God),
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of
the house of bondage. *You shall have no other
elohim (gods) before Me. *You shall not make for
yourself a carved image, or any likeness of
anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the
earth; “you shall not bow down to them nor serve
them. For I, Yahweh (the LORD) your Elohim
(God), am a jealous Elohim (God), visiting the
iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third
and fourth generations of those who hate Me, ®but
showing mercy to thousands, to those who love
Me and keep My commandments.”

It is important to remember that an idol, an elohim (god),
doesn’t have to be a figurine or a statue. It can be a person, role
model that you worship, or it can be a role model of ministry. I
had a friend in seminary who idolized John Wesley. In
conversation he would often state, “John Wesley this” and “John
Wesley that”. He modeled himself and his ministry after John
Wesley. While John Wesley was a good man to be sure, the
problem was he was just that—a man. What was the problem?
Idol worship. The problem was that the idea that this individual
had of John Wesley’s greatness became his goal for himself.
OOOPS—that’s an idol. Unfortunately, this individual is no
longer in ministry because of this issue. The only model we are to
have is Yahshua. He is our model for life, for ministry...for
everything. Scripture tells us to “clothe ourselves with
Yahshua”—not John Wesley, not Oral Roberts, not Billy
Graham, not Benny Hinn, not Joyce Meyers...you get the picture.
They are just men or women. Yahshua is the Messiah, and only
He represents the Plumbline.

10
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4. Faith arises, and the student steps out and begins to yield
to their charisma, remembering that faith without works is
dead. (James 2:17)

Problems that Arise with our Charisma

The ownership of our charisma has one major conflict with our
flesh—that of responsibility. Responsibility is a paradox for many
people. While on one hand they profess they want responsibility,
on the other hand they don’t want it when they get it, so they
neglect it. Neglect is the first of the two problems ownership
brings. In 1 Timothy 4:14, Shaul (Paul) writes to Timothy and
instructs him to “not neglect the charisma (gift) that is in you.”

1 Timothy 4:14
Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was
given to you by prophecy with the laying on of the
hands of the eldership. NKJV

This is a spiritual command of scripture which is not only
given to Timothy, but rather to all believers. We must not take
lightly or disregard the charisma that was given to us. Hebrews
2:3-4 gives us a severe warning regarding neglecting Yahweh’s
gifts.  Yahshua realized that His followers would need
supernatural manifestations and charismas of the Ruach
haKodesh (Holy Spirit) in order to be all that they needed to be.
Therefore, we are given commands and warnings in scripture to
not neglect what has been entrusted to us.

The problem with neglect is while it doesn’t outright deny
ownership, it does prevent us from experiencing the benefits of it.
This in turn makes us apathetic or lukewarm, no longer having
the fire that drives us. Unfortunately, this state of being lukewarm
or apathetic is descriptive of exactly where the body of the
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even what he has will be taken away.” In verse 30, discipline is
carried out as the unfaithful servant is removed from the
protection and covering of his master. While this may seem a
little harsh, it is completely in order. This servant was removed
from the master’s covering to bring him to repentance, and to
give him the incentive to overcome his fear, so that next time he
will take ownership. The bottom line here is that we are
commanded by scripture to be a people who are responsible for
the stewardship of gifts and charismas that have been given to us
by our Master. Just as this parable relates, if we take ownership of
and use the charisma that Yahweh has given us, we can expect the
increase in ability, wisdom and grace. However, if we fail to step
out in faith and fail to take ownership and therefore fail to use that
which is given to us, then we run the risk of relinquishing the
authority and anointing of our charismas to those who display
willingness and good stewardship.

So how do we overcome our fear, take ownership and begin to
grow up? We overcome fear through experiential knowledge of
the truth. Once we gain experiential knowledge of the truth, we
can then apply it when we are faced with new situations.

Following these four steps, we can gain the experiential
knowledge of truth needed to become the tools the Father created
us to be.

1. Scriptural teaching is presented to dispel the student’s
ignorance about their charisma. (1 Corinthians 12:1)

2. Upon hearing the truth, the student begins to believe the
Word of Yahweh. (Romans 10:17)

3. Once the student believes, the Word begins to become
personal to them as a member of the body of Messiah. (1
Corinthians 12:27)
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Idol — An object of extreme devotion; a false concept.
Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary

In 1 Corinthians 12:3, Paul continues and carries this point
forward as he states Yahshua is our Master. In other words,
Yahshua needs to be the object of our worship and devotion, not
someone or something else. He further makes the distinction that
the only way this transformation can happen is by the leading of
the Ruach haKodesh (Holy Spirit), when he says, “no one can say
Yahshua is Master except by the Ruach haKodesh (Holy Spirit)”.

Through not understanding the fullness of these scriptures over
the centuries, we, the body, have fallen into traps set by the
enemy to impact and rob our ministries. Remember, the thief
comes only to kill, steal and destroy, and does this by setting traps
for us. The trap that most often ensnares us is pride. In other
words, as long as we believe that “spiritual gifts” are things that
we possess, at some point we will begin to think it is about us and
our ministry, and it’s at that point, we become useless in the
Kingdom of Yahweh and have to be pruned. There have been
many great men, with awesome ministries, who have been sifted
because of this very trap.

“Charisma”, the Greek word translated as “gifts” in 1
Corinthians 12 is not about you. By definition, it is an
endowment, a miraculous faculty woven into your being before
you were born, according to Yahweh’s destiny for your life. This
is best seen in Psalm 139:13-16 “"*For You formed my inward
parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb. '*I will praise You,
for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; marvelous are Your
works, and that my soul knows very well. "My frame was not
hidden from You, when I was made in secret, and skillfully
wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. '°Your eyes saw my
substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all were
written, the days fashioned for me, when as yet there were none
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of them.” It is all about the Father’s plan. Charisma is part of
what makes you the special individual that you are, and the Father
created you for a reason. Your charisma, your giftings is that
reason. The full definition, our reason for being is only found in
our Creator, not ourselves and not someone else. It is your
charisma that answers the age-old questions “who am I” and
“why am I here.”

Paul writes to the Ephesians that the purpose of our charisma
is not for ourselves, but for “edifying of the body of Messiah”. In
1 Corinthians 12:4-6, he tells us the same thing when he states,
“...there are diversities of charisma (gifts), but the same spirit.”
In other words, our endowments make us individuals so that we
can come together in unity. We are many members, yet one body.
Left by ourselves we are only and will always be a part. However,
brought together through spiritual authority, we are whole—the
body of Messiah. The first and foremost reason for charisma is
unity, not separation, and it is only through unity that the power
of the Holy Spirit (Ruach) is made complete.

Through the natural wisdom—the carnal mind of man—there
has always been a need for one to be better than another, or more
precisely, a need for someone to be less than we are. This is
mainly due to our pride and ego, as seen as early as Cain and
Abel, and has nothing to do with the kingdom of Yahweh. We
have “all sinned and fallen short of the glory of Yah”. Yet it is the
linear mindset of one being better or further along than another
that first developed segmentation of the body. The two groups
that emerged were the “haves”—clergy, and the “have nots”—
laity. Traditionally, the “haves” would always be “haves” and the
“have nots” were without choice or renewal. This was achieved
through ignorance and the lack of instruction of the “have nots”.
Even though we managed to emerge from the dark ages, many
traditions and mind sets of the institution of the church have not.
Sadly, we still think of the kingdom of Yahweh in a linear
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As for the servant who hid his talents, or rather the one who
didn’t take ownership of them (verses 24-30), he is rebuked by
the master as he announced, “**You wicked and lazy servant, you
knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have
not scattered seed. *’So you ought to have deposited my money
with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back
my own with interest. **Therefore take the talent from him, and
give it to him who has ten talents. *’For to everyone who has,
more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him
who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. *’And
cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

What kept this servant from taking ownership of his talents?
What caused him to be labeled as “wicked”? It was and still is
fear (verse 25). Fear of what? Fear of doing the wrong thing. Fear
of making the wrong decision. Fear of man. What is it that keeps
you from taking ownership in what your Master has given you?
Fear. This servant’s sin was never taking ownership of what was
given to him, all because of fear. Notice what he told the master
in verse 25. The servant calls it “your talent”, implying that
ownership was never taken.

This is still the major problem in the body of the Messiah
today. We are still reluctant to exercise and use the talents
(charismas) given to us, which will cause us to experience the
same discipline the unfaithful servant received. Remember,
Yahweh is the same today, yesterday and tomorrow. If not taking
ownership caused discipline 2000 years ago, it still causes
discipline today.

This parable concludes with the unprofitable, unfaithful
servant forfeiting his original one talent to the servant who used
his ability and stewardship to increase the talents from five to ten.
Verse 29 states, “For to everyone who has, more will be given,
and he will have abundance; but from him who does not have,

57



The Gifts of the Spirit — What's Your Charisma?

will make you ruler over many things. Enter into
the joy of your lord.” **Then he who had received
the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to
be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown,
and gathering where you have not scattered seed.
»And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in
the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.’
*But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You
wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap
where [ have not sown, and gather where I have
not scattered seed. *’So you ought to have
deposited my money with the bankers, and at my
coming I would have received back my own with
interest. 2*Therefore take the talent from him, and
give it to him who has ten talents. *For to
everyone who has, more will be given, and he will
have abundance; but from him who does not have,
even what he has will be taken away. *°And cast
the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness.
There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.””
NKJV

Now let’s break it down. In this parable, a man traveling into a
far country (Yahshua) called his servants (the saints) and gave to
them his goods, which are symbolic of the Ruach haKodesh
(Holy Spirit) and their charismas. As the parable goes, the
master’s servants were given talents according to their abilities,
according to grace. One servant was given five talents, another
two and the last is given one talent. The parable reveals that the
first two servants used what they had been given, thereby
doubling their talents (verses 16 and 17). They both received a
commendation from their master, who stated, “Well done, good
and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will
make you ruler over many things.”
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fashion, and have relied on the pastor to do all works of ministry.
The laity simply attend, tithe and listen unless something else
comes up or they get a call on their cell phone, or pager.

This is not the scriptural model. Due to errors in translation,
misinterpretations, and other dilemmas such as one-word
translations, additions and omissions etc., we have in many ways
failed to see the correct scriptural model for ministry. 1
Corinthians 12 is such a model. When the fullness of this chapter
is seen, we discover that ministry is a team effort, with each
member doing their part. Each of us were created for a purpose, a
destiny, a place on the team, and were given certain charisma,
endowments and miraculous faculties to enable us to perform our
roles—our ministries. In truth, we are all “haves” by the blood of
the Messiah. We have been perfectly and wonderfully made, in
Yahweh’s image. As such, we are expected to move with unity
and power—not as separate pieces—keeping Yahshua alone as
our model. Our effectiveness for the kingdom depends on our
ability to be united through spiritual authority, by becoming
members one of the other and moving together in our charisma.
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take care of it and be good stewards of it. The same principle
applies to our spiritual charismas. We have dominion over our
charismas. They belong to us. We have a responsibility to use
them for the furthering of Yahweh’s Kingdom—to be good
stewards with them. In the following passage, Yahshua tells a
parable to emphasize the importance of our responsibility to use
what the Master imparts.

Matthew 25:14-30
““For the kingdom of heaven is like a man
traveling to a far country, who called his own
servants and delivered his goods to them. "And to
one he gave five talents, to another two, and to
another one, to each according to his own ability;
and immediately he went on a journey. '®Then he
who had received the five talents went and traded
with them, and made another five talents. '"And
likewise he who had received two gained two
more also. '*But he who had received one went
and dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s money.
" After a long time the lord of those servants came
and settled accounts with them. °So he who had
received five talents came and brought five other
talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five
talents; look, I have gained five more talents
besides them.” *'His lord said to him, ‘Well done,
good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a
few things, I will make you ruler over many
things. Enter into the joy of your lord.” *He also
who had received two talents came and said,
‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I
have gained two more talents besides them.” **His
lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful
servant; you have been faithful over a few things, |
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with the use of your charisma. Hebrews 5:14 states that those who
have their senses (charismas) exercised “by reason of use” will be
able to discern “both good and evil”.

Hebrews 5:14
But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is,
those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to
discern both good and evil.

Our ability to exercise not only our spiritual charismas, but
also our spiritual discernment, will determine the fullness with
which we reach our destiny. As a believer learns to operate in
their spiritual charismas, they will cultivate their own spiritual
discernment which will be an integral part of ruling and reigning
with our Messiah (Revelation 5:10, 20:6, 22:5; 2 Timothy 2:12).

However, care needs to be taken to ensure order, because we
serve the Elohim (God) of Order, and nothing that comes from
Him happens out of order. This is why it is imperative that we
flow with Yahweh’s delegated authority. If you are having
problems flowing in your charisma, and your relationship is
correct, then, it is probably a submission issue—submission to
either Yahweh, or to one of His delegated authorities that He has
placed with you. In short, if you have a submission problem with
a delegated spiritual authority, it is impossible for you to be fully
submitted to Yahweh.

It’s Your Responsibility—Own It

Another underlying problem within the body of the Messiah is
ownership. That is the whole idea of dominion. The definition of
which, is absolute ownership. Therefore, if we have dominion
over creation as stated in Genesis 1:26-27, that means it is ours. It
belongs to us, and we have authority over it. In addition, because
we have dominion over creation, we are required to nurture it,
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1 Peter 2:4-10

* Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected
indeed by men, but chosen by Yahweh (God) and
precious, “you also, as living stones, are being built
up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to Yahweh (God)
through Yahshua haMaschiach (Jesus Christ).
STherefore it is also contained in the Scripture,
“Behold, I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone, elect,
precious, and he who believes on Him will by no
means be put to shame.” "Therefore, to you who
believe, He is precious; but to those who are
disobedient, “The stone which the builders
rejected Has become the chief cornerstone,” ®and
“A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense.”
They stumble, being disobedient to the word, to
which they also were appointed. *But you are a
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, His own special people, that you may
proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of
darkness into His marvelous light; 'who once
were not a people but are now the people of
Yahweh (God), who had not obtained mercy but
now have obtained mercy. NKIJV

I heard a dynamic young preacher once relate the story of the
eagle and the grouse. I believe this story may help us find some
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focus as we seek the next step in our quest to discover our
charisma—our spiritual endowment and miraculous faculties—
therefore discovering what makes us “tick”. As we learn in Psalm
139, not only are we perfectly and wonderfully made, but more
importantly, Yahweh knew us “before we had form, in our
mother’s womb”. In other words, before we even began to
discover who we are, Yahweh knew. He knew because He had a
specific plan, a destiny in mind when He created each of us.

Regardless of what science teaches, you did not happen simply
as a result of biological processes. Biology has its part, to be sure;
however it has no creative power in and of itself. The biological
process can only follow the plan, and the plan is developed by
Yahweh. This plan is specific and unique, making us all
individuals, never again to be duplicated—not even by cloning.
Your charisma has to do with this specific and unique way you
are woven together. There are certain, specific things that intrigue
you, that spark your imagination and drive your desires. There are
also specific things that drive you and ignite your emotions.
Those specific things depend on how the Father wove you
together in your mother’s womb, and scripture describes them as
your “charisma” in 1 Corinthians 12. With this in mind, see if you
can discover yourself in the story of the eagle and the grouse.

A mother eagle made her nest high upon the cliffs. She laid
three eggs, and began the process of sitting and protecting her
family to be. One night a violent storm arose, and the mother
eagle frantically tried to keep her eggs protected as the lightening
flashed, the thunder crashed and heavy winds blew. In all the
commotion, one of the eggs was nudged out of the nest. As the
egg began to fall down the face of the cliff, it was cradled by the
wind currents and gently fell into the grasslands of the valley. The
egg gently rolled and came to rest in the nest of a mother grouse.
When the mother grouse’s eggs hatched, there was one that
appeared a little strange. It was bigger and odd looking.
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Hebrews 5:12-14

"’For though by this time you ought to be teachers,
you need someone to teach you again the first
principles of the oracles of Yahweh (God); and
you have come to need milk and not solid food.
BFor everyone who partakes only of milk is
unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a
babe. '*But solid food belongs to those who are of
full age, that is, those who by reason of use have
their senses exercised to discern both good and
evil. NKJV

One of the facts we learn as we grow up in this world is that
the first time we attempt something new, we will most likely not
be an expert at it. Everything takes practice. The first time I rode
a horse, I was not the Lone Ranger, the first time I went camping
in the woods, I was not Grizzly Adams, and the first time I went
fishing, 1 caught nothing. All these require two things:
knowledge and technique.

Only one thing develops technique, and that is practice. Your
spiritual charismas are no different. The first step is to understand
what your charismas are—“what makes you tick”. Now it is time
for you to begin to develop your technique. Remember, no one
can be fully activated in their spiritual charismas on a one-time
basis and expect to see a full flow and mature manifestation.

One of the skills needed for spiritual maturity and the mature
handling of your charisma is discernment. Discernment develops
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4:14, Shaul (Paul) directs Timothy, “Do not neglect the gift that is
in you, which was given to you...” In other words, it was up to
Timothy to stir up and not neglect his charisma. The same
directive is given to us today, but it is up to you—it’s your
choice, an act of your will.

Just as the coal is rekindled when placed in correct relationship
with the fire, we need to examine our relationship with Yahweh
and be willing to have correction brought to us where we are out
of alignment. After the foundation of correct relationship is
established, we will have the ability to overcome our fears and
thus stir the fire of Yahweh that is in all of us. For too long the
body of Messiah has lain dormant, and it is time that the sons of
Yah arise and walk in the authority that we are created with. We
must no longer be prisoners of fear, religion or this world. It is
time to remember who we are, overcome, and stir up the fire.
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Nonetheless, she loved it and raised it as her own. As the
hatchlings grew, the eagle began to realize in himself that he was
drastically different than his brothers and sisters. He would spend
his afternoons watching as the family of eagles soared high above
the grasslands. Every time he watched them, something stirred
deep within him. He wanted to soar like they did, yet each day he
would sadly walk home as he would tell himself that it was silly
to want to fly. After all, he was a grouse, and everybody knows
grouse can’t fly like eagles. The orphaned eagle spent his days
walking the grasslands with his family and never flew to the
heights he was designed to soar.

Soar as Designhed

The misplaced eagle lived out his life, yet never realized his
full potential because he was limited by his surroundings and his
beliefs. He thought that he was a grouse. After all, he was raised
as a grouse and he grew up with other grouse. What else could he
be? Even though he was an eagle, designed to soar great heights
and had great desire to do so, he never realized his full potential
because he never discovered who he really was—mainly due to
his current beliefs. What a tragedy! Yet when we examine the
body of the Messiah, this same tragedy becomes apparent.
Although we acknowledge our salvation, many times we do not
walk in its fullness because we have a grouse mentality.
However, in 1 Peter 2:9-10, we find some clues that we are
actually eagles.

1 Peter 2:9

’But you are a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people,
that you may proclaim the praises of Him who
called you out of darkness into His marvelous
light. NKJV
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The key words in this verse describe who you are: “chosen”,
“a royal priesthood”, “a holy nation” and “special people”. In
other words, you are special—you are an eagle, not a grouse. You
have been set apart from the common, from the world. That is
what “holy” means. Set apart for what? Set apart for the kingdom
of Yahweh—designed for a purpose, a destiny, and given
charisma—personal attributes to help you soar to the heights you
were designed to reach.

Chosen — Greek word “eklektos” (ek-lek-tos’)—Strong’s
number NT1588, defined as “select and by implication, favorite”.
Derived from two Greek root words, Strong’s number NT1537,
“ek”, defined as “a primary preposition denoting origin, from, or
out of”’, and NT3004, “lego” (leg-0), defined as “a primary verb
to lay forth, to call, put forth”. In the King James version, it was
translated as “chosen” or “elect”.

Royal — Greek word “basileios” (bas-il-i-os)—Strong’s number
NT934, defined as “kingly”. In the King James version, it was
translated as “royal”.

Special — Derived from the two Greek words “eis” (ice),
Strong’s number NT1519, defined as “a primary preposition, to
or into”, and “peripoiesis” (per-ee-poy-ay-sis), Strong’s number
NT4046, defined as “extension or preservation, and acquisition”.
In the King James version, it was translated as “obtain”,
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“peculiar”, “purchased”, “possession” and “saving”.

Yahweh wants you to understand what makes you tick, so that
you are able to walk out your destiny, which is realistically a part
of obedience. If we define obedience as “doing the Father’s will”,
we need to understand that His specific will for our lives is our
destiny. If we do not pursue that destiny, then it would logically
follow that we are not being completely obedient. The misplaced

18

Stin Up the Fire

Sadly, this step is often bypassed by believers today because
we live in a society of immediate gratification. In other words, we
want the paycheck without doing the work, which is completely
out of order. One thing that I have learned is that Yahweh is the
Elohim (God) of order, and nothing of the Kingdom happens out
of order. If you are feeling unconnected, or like the embers are
fading, check your relationship. Most often, this will correct the
issue.

The second part is by an act of your will—your faith. Your
faith is a conscious decision that you make to rely on Yahweh and
His understanding instead of your own. It is an act of your will—
a choice you make. You must exercise your faith to overcome the
fear. In 2 Timothy 1:7 we find that Yahweh did not give us a
spirit of fear. So why are we motivated by it? Because fear is a
tool of the enemy to control and manipulate us. For example,
terrorism is a manipulation tactic. We are manipulated by
terrorism through fear to do things we normally would not do. If
the fear of death or injury was gone, then we could not be
manipulated, and terrorism would cease to exist.

The same principle applies to the spiritual realm. The enemy
manipulates us through the fear of mankind. Because of that fear,
we do things contrary to the way Yahweh created us. Our enemy
uses fear as a device to keep us from being obedient, and
therefore in bondage. It is imperative that we be overcomers and
conquer fear.

When we make the choice to overcome, we come to
remembrance of the mighty works the Father has done in the
course of our journey. This in turn rekindles our faith and stirs up
our charismas, just as Shaul (Paul) wrote to Timothy in 2
Timothy 1:6. In this verse, Shaul (Paul) tells Timothy that it is his
responsibility to stir up the charismas that are within him. The
Greek word translated as “stir” is “anazopureo”, which means “to
rekindle or arouse from dormancy”. In addition, in 1 Timothy
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As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you
abide in Me. °I am the vine, you are the branches.
He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much
fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. °If
anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a
branch and is withered; and they gather them and
throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 'If
you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you
will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for
you. *By this My Father is glorified, that you bear
much fruit; so you will be My disciples. NKJV

In verse 4, Yahshua states, “...As the branch cannot bear fruit
of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you
abide in Me.” In today’s terminology, Yahshua is saying,
“Nothing is done outside of relationship with Me.” In other
words, left to ourselves, we are just a lump of coal. However,
when placed in correct relationship to the fire, we are much more
than an ordinary coal. We become red hot. Therefore, the first
step is getting the relationship right. This means preparing your
heart to seek the Father’s ways (the Truth), being accountable to
the delegated spiritual authorities of Yahweh, and walking it out,
just as Yahshua walked.

1 John 2:3-6

*Now by this we know that we know Him, if we
keep His commandments. “He who says, “I know
Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is a
liar, and the truth is not in him. *But whoever
keeps His word, truly the love of Yahweh (God) is
perfected in him. By this we know that we are in
Him. °He who says he abides in Him ought
himself also to walk just as He walked. NKJV
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eagle did not walk in obedience, because he never soared. He was
not guilty of the storm, being misplaced or even being hatched in
a grouse family. His guilt lay in not responding to the drive deep
within himself, placed there by his Creator, to fly. He never tried.
Therefore, he never reached his potential. It’s time for you to
understand who you are and what drives you, so you can soar to
your full potential.

In order to understand what makes us tick—how we are wired—
we must do three things:

I. Pray and seek the Father
2. Examine our lives

3. Search the Scriptures for understanding

Just think—if that misplaced eagle had ever stopped and
examined himself thoroughly, he would have understood that he
was not a grouse. Now what about you? Are you an eagle
misplaced with grouse, or are you a grouse trying to do something
that you are neither capable of nor designed for? Simply put—if
you are a square peg, the place for you to serve is in a square
hole. The only way to find that hole is through prayer, self
examination and searching the Scriptures.

Charisma, as seen in 1 Corinthians 12, can be defined as one’s
character or motivations. Therefore, we must realize that these
things (charisma) have been a part of us all of our lives, yet we
have defined them according to worldly standards. We have been
ignorant of the Father’s ways and have perished because of it, just
as outlined in Hosea 4:6: “My people are destroyed for lack of
knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, 1 also will
reject you from being priest for Me; because you have forgotten
the Torah (law) of your Elohim (God), I also will forget your
children.” (NKJV)
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So, what is it that you enjoy doing? What things do you do
well, and what things come easily for you? The answers to these
questions are indicators that will help you discern your charisma.
For example, do you explain concepts in such a way that most
can easily understand? Do you get excited when you see the light
bulb of understanding ignite in someone’s brain? Do you easily
understand new concepts and revelations? Then perhaps you have
the charisma of the teacher. In addition to these aspects, each
charisma has definite emotions connected to it. Think of the eagle
and the grouse. The eagle tends to be more aggressive than the
meeker lowland grouse, simply because he is an eagle. He is a
bird of prey—a hunter—and therefore, must be aggressive. The
grouse, on the other hand, is not a hunter and is less aggressive.
Why? Because he is a grouse and not an eagle. One is not more
correct or mature than the other, they are simply what they are
designed to be.

Therefore, the teacher charisma, i.e., the teacher anointing,
carries with it certain emotional characteristics as well. For
example, the teacher is often patient, kind and merciful. As you
reflect over your life and your characteristics (charisma), read the
following list of attributes of different charismas to see if you can
discover any that fit you. Remember, Yahweh created you for a
purpose, and you are perfectly and wonderfully made. Please also
keep in mind this is only a limited list and by no means is
intended to be exhaustive. There are enough different charismas
listed to give you a feel for the process. Meet with your spiritual
authority and discuss your findings so they may assist you in the
remainder of your journey. Following this process, search the
Scriptures to make sure your findings are valid.
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but not much happens. Every now and then a small flicker of
flame appears, but nothing substantial and nothing spectacular.
What do you do? That’s right—you stir the fire. Soon the logs
burst into flames, and the light and warmth you once enjoyed are
restored as the coals begin to come to life and glow once again.

The Scriptures often refer to the Ruach haKodesh (Holy Spirit)
with descriptions of fire. Of the 544 references to fire in the New
King James Version, most describe an activity of the Ruach. (For
example: the burning bush in Exodus 3:2, the pillar of fire in
Exodus 14:24, fire on the altar in Leviticus 6:12, baptized with
fire in Luke 3:16, fire sent upon earth in Luke 12:49, and
revelation by fire in 1 Corinthians 3:13.) With this being the case,
in the parable of the coal, I see the campfire as the Ruach (Spirit)
and the coals as our charismas. Our charisma has no light of its
own. Its only light is that of the Ruach (Spirit). Left by itself,
unused it will grow dark and cold. Notice that the coal is only
useful in the context of the fire. Apart from it, the coal is dead. In
other words, the fire was not made for the coal, but rather the coal
is made for the fire. That’s order—Father’s order.

The question now is, “How is the fire stirred?” I believe that
the stirring depends upon two things: 1) Relationship, and 2)
Your will.

Relationship with Yahweh is a necessity to everything else in
our walk. Yahshua gave this teaching in the following passage:

John 15:1-8
'“I am the true vine, and My Father is the
vinedresser. “Every branch in Me that does not
bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that
bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit.
*You are already clean because of the word which
I have spoken to you. *Abide in Me, and I in you.
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was himself. In verse 8, the offense of Cain gave way to
separation from the Father with the murder of his brother.

What should have happened? Cain should have overcome the
fear and learned from the instruction of Yahweh. Why did it even
matter that Abel’s sacrifice was accepted? Why did it matter what
anyone thought? Fear!

Does this same scenario happen today? Absolutely. As an
example, let’s say you visited another congregation and the
Ruach haKodesh (Holy Spirit) gave you a word because of your
prophetic charisma. You found the spiritual authority (pastor,
etc.) of the congregation and told them that you had a prophetic
word for this local assembly. The next thing that happened was
unbelievable. You were rebuked by the shepherd in front of the
congregation. He told you that prophetic words died in the first
century. Before you could regroup from the attack, you were
escorted from the building. What would be your response?

More than likely, you would experience the same feelings that
Cain did. The fear of rejection would hit you the moment the
shepherd’s rebuke came. Pride would start to well up as you were
being escorted out. By the time you got to the door, pride had
blinded you to the point that you received the attack personally,
and you were offended. Murder rose up within you as you slayed
your charisma and decided, “If this is the response I get, I'm
never going to speak out again!” Perhaps you might even have
decided, “I’'m never going back to church as long as I live!” Is
that Father’s will? Not at all. It was the result of your
woundedness, and soon your coal would grow dark and cold. Left
unattended, this response can develop into an epidemic.

Stirring the Fire

Have you ever sat around a campfire as the fire begins to burn
out? The coals begin to die, and the fire gives out very little light
and warmth. Perhaps you place another log or two on the coals,
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Charisma of the Prophet

The prophets in the ekklesia (Greek for the “called out
assembly”—the church), are the eyes of the body. They serve as
an accountability element by speaking into the body and
reminding it of the Father’s ways.

Strengths

e They clearly perceive Yahweh’s will and direction for the
body and speak it.

e They focus on meeting spiritual needs within the body.

o They attempt to keep the body spiritually focused.

e They make people aware of the nature and presence of
Yahweh.

e They are straight forward with little or no diplomacy.

o They have no gray area. Black is black and white is white.

Obstacles

e They come across as harsh, brash and arrogant at times,
especially true of young prophets.

o They are impatient, especially when it comes to seeing
Yahweh work in His people to get them where He needs them
to be.

e They have no compassion, especially for those in rebellion. A
prophet would rather see judgment instead of mercy rain
down on those in rebellion.

o They tend not to be open to correction.

e They sometimes come across as controlling.

e They can be very unteachable.
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Charisma of Intercession

The intercessors are the ears of the body. Many times revelation
will be given to them before the prophets, not to be spoken forth,
but to be kept in prayer until the time it is to be birthed by the
prophet. The intercessor lays down the foundation of prayer the
rest of the body moves upon.

Strengths

o They are meek, never calling attention to themselves.
e They are compassionate.

e They hear the “now” word of Yahweh.

e They have sharp discernment.

o They are sensitive to the move of the Holy Spirit.

e They do not carry the burdens of others.

o They are obedient to the voice of the Father.

Obstacles

e Many times they are run over and trodden upon.

e Sometimes they are taken advantage of.

e They tend to be so spiritually minded that they do not blend
well with the rest of the body.

e They are sometimes not perceived as standing their ground.

Charisma of the Deacon or Servant

Those with this charisma are the arms of the body of Messiah.
The Greek Word used is “diakonia”, which means “service to
others”.

Strengths

o They enjoy meeting the practical needs within the people.

e They don’t like long range projects. They do one job at a
time.
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to life. Offense brings division, and division leads to death. This
is clearly seen in Cain and Abel’s relationship in Genesis Chapter 4.

Genesis 4:3-8

’And in the process of time it came to pass that
Cain brought an offering of the fruit of the ground
to Yahweh (the LORD). “Abel also brought of the
firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And Yahweh
(the LORD) respected Abel and his offering, “but
He did not respect Cain and his offering. And Cain
was very angry, and his countenance fell. °So
Yahweh (the LORD) said to Cain, “Why are you
angry? And why has your countenance fallen? 'If
you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you
do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire
is for you, but you should rule over it.” *Now Cain
talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass,
when they were in the field, that Cain rose up
against Abel his brother and killed him. NKJV

Let’s replay this scenario in today’s terms so we can
understand fully. Two sacrifices were brought before Yahweh.
Abel’s was accepted and Cain’s was not. What happened next?
The fear of rejection and of not fitting in began to set in on Cain.
What would his parents think? What would Abel think? Cain
most likely thought, “Abel will now think he is better than I am,
because his sacrifice was accepted.” Pride was beginning to rise
up in Cain. Yahweh warned Cain of the sin that was waiting at his
door in verse 7. What was Cain’s response? He didn’t heed the
Father’s warning, and pride led to offense. Cain became offended
through the justification of pride that his sacrifice was not
accepted. He failed to see that his sacrifice was not accepted
because it was out of order—not because of him personally. In
short, Cain was offended and blinded by pride. All he could see
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(Spirit), and a weak brother or sister didn’t recognize what you
were doing and they made a harsh comment, or even laughed.

What happened then? More than likely, it not only stopped the
flow of the Ruach (Spirit) in you, it also gave your flesh man the
justification he needed to never step out in faith again. What you
have just experienced is persecution. We develop conditional
responses to persecution, which are usually rooted in some type
of fear. The operation of fear is to cut away and divide. Secularly,
it is seen as the basis of the “fight or flight” syndrome we all
have. Most often, the response is flight, and we become offended
and separated. One of the best analogies of how separation
destroys us is the parable of the coal.

An old man and a young man, who was seeking his own way
were sitting by the fire on a cool night. As they warmed
themselves by the fire, the course of their discussion led to the
subject of Yahweh’s fire that He kindles within each of us—the
drive and the empowerment of the Ruach (Spirit). As he talked,
the old man gently nudged a red hot coal from the midst of the
fire with the toe of his boot. As the discussion drew on, the coal
remained by itself. The young man finally asked, “Why do I need
to be connected and accountable? Why do I need anyone besides
Yahweh?” In his wisdom, the old man picked up the coal, now
dark and cold, and handed it to the young man. He said to him,
“The answer is in the coal.” The young man realized that this
same coal, now dark and cold, was once red hot and glowed with
light while it was among the other coals. It had no light of its
own. It only reflected the light of the fire. The young man
dropped the dark coal back into the fire and watched with
amazement as it immediately started to glow once again.

How Fear Works

Fear is the element that engages pride, and pride brings offense
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e They can see what needs to be done and will set out to do so
before being told.

Obstacles

e It is hard for them to say no, which usually leads to them
being overwhelmed and leads to burnout.

e They have difficulty accepting service for themselves from
others.

Charisma of the Teacher

The Greek Word used is didaskoles, which is defined as
“instructor to others”. They are the mind of the body.

Strengths

e They communicate Yahweh’s Word in a teachable fashion.
e They teach Biblical truth to meet spiritual needs of the body.
e They dig for truth and motivate others to do the same.

e They enjoy research.

e They analyze and prove all that is given to them.

Obstacles

e Sometimes they are misunderstood as not depending on the
Holy Spirit because of their need for facts and research.

o They tend to be so objective about things, it seems as if they
are not personable.

Charisma of Exhortation

The Greek word used is “parakaleo”, which is defined as “to call
aside; to make an appeal—a word of entreaty, comfort or
instruction”. These believers are the mouth of the body.

Strengths
o They encourage spiritual growth.
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o They make others aware of the need to apply spiritual truth in
their lives on a consistent, day-by-day walk with Yahshua.

o They love people and tend to be very outgoing.

e They desire to encourage, edify and challenge the body of
Messiah.

Obstacles

o They make walking in the Way too simple.

e They sometimes take scriptural truth out of context for
practical application.

Charisma of Giving

This is not just about giving money, however it does not exclude
it, either. The anointing of the giver is to meet the individual
needs of the body. These believers are the hands of the body.

Strengths

e They generously share their self, time and assets.

o They always look at the financial needs of the body with the
underlying reason of sharing the kingdom message.

e They motivate others to give and share their assets to
proclaim the kingdom message.

e They take delight in meeting an immediate need, even when it
is unexpected.

Obstacles

e They sometimes try to buy control or use their money to
control decisions of the leadership, especially if they are a
new convert.

e They tend toward giving to the extent of enabling instead of
rehabilitating.
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2 Timothy 1:3-9

’I thank Yahweh (God), whom I serve with a pure
conscience, as my forefathers did, as without
ceasing | remember you in my prayers night and
day, *greatly desiring to see you, being mindful of
your tears, that I may be filled with joy, *when I
call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in
you, which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois
and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is in
you also. “Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift
of Yahweh (God) which is in you through the
laying on of my hands. "For Yahweh (God) has not
given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love
and of a sound mind. *Therefore do not be
ashamed of the testimony of our Master (Lord),
nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the
sufferings for the gospel according to the power of
Yahweh (God), *who has saved us and called us
with a holy calling, not according to our works,
but according to His own purpose and grace which
was given to us in Messiah Yahshua (Christ Jesus)
before time began. NKJV

The biggest weapon formed against the believer and the
ekklesia (Greek word NT 1577, defined as “the called out
assembly”, and translated as “church”) is fear—the fear of failure,
of judgment, of doing it wrong, and of what people might think or
say. Perhaps you did step out on faith in obedience to the Ruach
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Charisma of Administration

The Greek word used is “proistem”, which means “leader or
superintendent”™—the one who handles the business of the
assembly. They are typically called church administrators today.
These believers are the shoulders of the body.

Strengths

They meet the organizational, functional and developmental
needs of the body of Messiah.

They help broadcast the vision of a particular ministry.

They keep the body running efficiently.

They are time oriented and manage time well.

They desire to accomplish tasks quickly.

They are not idle.

They tend to see the “big picture”.

They assume responsibility, even when not their area of
ministry.

Obstacles

They are sometimes considered callous, curt and intensive to
others.

They move on to new challenges even when they are in the
midst of an unfinished job.

1 Corinthians 12:7-11

"“But the manifestation of the Ruach (Spirit) is
given to each one for the profit of all: *for to one is
given the word of wisdom through the Ruach
(Spirit), to another the word of knowledge through
the same Ruach (Spirit), *to another faith by the
same Ruach (Spirit), to another gifts of healings by
the same Ruach (Spirit), '°to another the working
of miracles, to another prophecy, to another
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discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.
"But one and the same Ruach (Spirit) works all
these things, distributing to each one individually
as He wills.” NKIJV

The Time is now, but not Yet

Please keep in mind that you posses your own personal
charisma, to enable you in your ministry and allow you to reach
your destiny. However, this does not mean that you have become
spiritually perfected in them. You spent all your life learning how
to use these qualities in the world, and it will take some time to
re-learn and discover how to use them for Yahweh’s kingdom. In
other words, the time for your charisma is now, however, the
fullness has not yet come. All too often there are needless,
innocent casualties in the spiritual war because believers believe
they are ready for ministry when they are not. They simply see
themselves as mature while they are still young in spirit. This is a
common trap of the enemy and many fall because of it. Ministry
affects lives—that is its nature, and immature ministry devastates.
A little knowledge is a deadly weapon. Remember, David was
anointed king as a boy, however, he did not sit as king until he
was a man. There is usually time for the learning curve between
impartation and consecration. David’s time, like yours, is now,
but not yet. It is imperative that you understand that your
charisma is not about you, but rather the body. You are but one
living stone to be built up in a spiritual house—the body of
Messiah—as directed in 1 Peter 2:4-5, for the purpose of worship.

What makes you tick? Only you and the Father can answer
that. However, I can tell you that you are special—divinely made
for a destiny. It is one of Yahweh’s desires that you understand
who you are in the kingdom, because until you do, you will never
walk in your destiny. In other words, it is not about church, but
rather finally being the true called out assembly. This, my friends,
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one Ruach (Spirit) we were all baptized into one
body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or
free—and have all been made to drink into one
Ruach (Spirit). NKIJV
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Ecclesiastes 4:12
"Though one may be overpowered by another,
two can withstand him. And a threefold cord is not
quickly broken. NKJV

For too long, the body of Messiah has been disjointed and not
fully functional. We have long known the tactics of warfare, to
divide and conquer, however when it comes to the spiritual battles
of our lives, believers have been corporately unable to recognize
this same principle. Think about it for a moment. If the body of
Messiah really came together in unity, just as Yahshua prayed in
John 17, then there would be no room for the Jezebel spirit to
work. There would never be a church split. There would be no
segmentation of denominations, doctrines or belief systems
within the body. There would only be one kingdom — the
Kingdom of Yahweh, and one king.

There is only one truth, and it is this truth that sets us free.
Yahshua stated that He is that truth. While we profess this to be
true, we fail to walk it out as the body. Notice Yahshua didn’t say
the church will set you free, nor did He say that the church was
the truth, yet sadly it is this perception that many walk out. As
there is only one truth, there is also only one true called out
assembly, one ekklesia (ek-klay-see’-ah), one church, of which
we are all pieces or links. Yet through the wisdom of man, we
have allowed it to be segmented and disjointed by our
rationalizations. It is time that we come together as believers, lay
aside our differences, and use our charisma to unite us,
remembering the words of Paul in 1 Corinthians 12:12-13.

1 Corinthians 12:12-13
“For as the body is one and has many members,
but all the members of that one body, being many,
are one body, so also is Messiah (Christ). *For by
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is the depth of obedience and fulfilling your destiny. Follow the
three steps of discovery throughout this process: 1) pray and seek
the Father, 2) examine your life, and 3) confirm your findings in
the Scriptures. If you are an eagle, soar to the heights you are
designed for, but if you are a grouse, conquer the lowlands. Do
not try to be something you are not and don’t settle for traditional
beliefs of man. Remember, your time is now, but not yet. Begin
to master your charisma, so that in Yahweh’s time you may walk
in fullness as mature sons and daughters of Yah.

Romans 8:19
”For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly
waits for the revealing of the sons of Yahweh
(God).” NKIJV
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and inadvertently used individually, their greater use is achieved
corporately. In other words, our charismas are designed to be the
substance that unite the links together to form the chain. The
application of this is seen in 1 Corinthians 12:7.

1 Corinthians 12:7
'But the manifestation of the Ruach (Spirit) is
given to each one for the profit (of all).

Clearly this verse states that charismas are given individually,
and they are given for a reason. The question here is, “What is
that reason?” Let’s investigate. In our English translations of the
scriptures, the words “of all” have been added, which leaves the
end of the verse with the word “profit”. The Greek word used
here translated as “profit” is “sumphero” (soom-fer’-o).
“Sumphero” is defined as “to bear together (contribute)”, i.e,
(literally) “to collect”, or (figuratively) “to conduce”; especially
(neuter participle as a noun) “to have advantage”. In other words,
a more precise translation of verse 7 is:

'But the manifestation of the Ruach (Spirit) is
given to each one for the (collection, the bearing
together, the advantage).

With these definitions the corporate Kingdom structure begins
to come to light. Instead of using our charismas as individuals, we
need to begin to use them as a tool to help unite the body of the
Messiah. That’s how we have the advantage. I believe as the
body, we are all tools of Yahweh in the Earth. The task before us
will take all the tools in the tool box. Alone we are merely a
socket, or a ratchet, or a wrench, yet together as the body of
Messiah, we are a complete tool set, equipped and ready for the
task. Together we are more than functional, and together, we form

the body.
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Another way to view this concept is through Yahshua’s
teaching of the vine and the branches in John 15.

John 15:4-5
*<Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot
bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine,
neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the
vine, you (are) the branches. He who abides in Me,
and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you
can do nothing.” NKIJV

How do we abide in Yahshua? We abide in Him by following
His ways according to 1 John 2:5-6.

1 John 2:5-6
"But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of
Yahweh (God) is perfected in him. By this we
know that we are in Him. °He who says he abides
in Him ought himself also to walk just as He

walked. NKJV

What Charisma is Not

3

What Charisma is Vot

1 John 4:1-6

'“Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the
spirits, whether they are of Yahweh (God);
because many false prophets have gone out into
the world. By this you know the Ruach (Spirit) of
Yahweh (God): Every spirit that confesses that
Yahshua haMaschiach (Jesus Christ) has come in
the flesh is of Yahweh (God), *and every spirit that
does not confess that Yahshua haMaschiach (Jesus
Christ) has come in the flesh is not of Yahweh
(God). And this is the spirit of the Antichrist,
which you have heard was coming, and is now
already in the world. *You are of Yahweh (God),

little children, and have overcome them, because

If we abide in Messiah, then we will become members one of He who is in you is greater than he who is in the
the other according to Romans 12:5, and become a chain useful world. *They are of the world. Therefore they
for the Father’s purposes. gpeak as of the world, and the world hears them.

We are of Yahweh (God). He who knows
The Purpose Yahweh (God) hears us; he who is not of Yahweh

(God) does not hear us. By this we know the spirit

Psalm 139 tells us that we are “perfectly and wonderfully of truth and the spirit of error.* NKJV

made”. Father knew us before we had form in the womb. He
created us individually for a purpose and a destiny. How then can
we be members “one of the other” if we are individuals? At first
glance, this truth seems to be a paradox, yet in it is also the
answer. Let me explain. Father created us individually, with
individual charismas. Even though these charismas are individual,

As you continue in your journey to discover your personal
spiritual charisma, it is important to understand what charisma is
not. In other words, to fully understand what something is, we
must first know what it is not.
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Max Webber, a pioneer in sociology once stated, “since
normalcy is so elusive, the only way a society can define it is by
defining what is abnormal. Hence if a condition or behavior was
not found to be abnormal, then by definition it must be considered
normal”.

When this model is applied Spiritually, we find this is a much
easier process since there is not a conclusive list of spiritual
charisma. This is because they can be as specialized and are as
numerous as there are individuals. Unfortunately, Max Webber’s
view of normalcy is a standard throughout life. We are usually
given many more examples of how not to be, than how to be in
all phases of life. We can all quickly recall examples of how not
to be a good parent, a good spouse or a good friend. So it is in our
walks of faith. We can quickly recall examples of weak pastors
and weak-hearted believers who have caused much trauma in the
kingdom. Unfortunately, this has caused an epidemic of
immature, double-minded believers within the body. This is not
entirely a bad thing if we can learn from the lesson that it attempts
to teach—the lesson that there is much more to our walk of faith
than sitting in a pew and putting our dollar in the offering plate.
Yet without mediocracy in the body, we would never be pushed
to maturity. In other words, more often than not we learn how not
to be by weak individuals such as immature shepherds,
evangelists, prophets, etc., who are spiritually weak and immature
themselves. So it is with our charismas. Yahweh created us in His
image according to Genesis 1:27. Psalm 139 tells us we are
wonderfully and perfectly made. Unfortunately this is Satan’s
realm, and therefore there are counterfeits and misinterpretations.
This is why it is imperative that we know what they are,
especially in this current hour.

Charisma is not a Present

When we think of presents, the idea that immediately rushes
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1 Corinthians 12:4-7

*There are diversities of gifts, but the same Ruach
(Spirit). “There are differences of ministries, but
the same Master (Lord). °And there are diversities
of activities, but it is the same Elohim (God) who
works all in all. 'But the manifestation of the
Ruach (Spirit) is given to each one for the profit
(ofall). NKJV

Profit—Greek word “sumphero” (soom-fer’-0) NT4851; from
NT4862 and NT5342 (including its alternate); to bear together
(contribute), i.e., (literally) to collect, or (figuratively) to conduce;
especially (neuter participle as a noun) advantage. In the King
James version, it was translated as “be better for”, “bring
together”, “be expedient (for)”, “be good”, “(be) profit (-able
for)”.

(Biblesoft New Exhaustive Strong’s Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-
Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright (c) 1994, Biblesoft and International Bible Translators, Inc.)

What is the purpose of a chain? Chains are vital tools, and are
used in a variety of applications. Chains are stronger than straps
or ropes, yet are not in themselves one solid piece, but rather
many links. Each link in and of itself will never accomplish
anything. One link cannot hold heavy equipment, nor can it be used
to pull equipment from the mud. A chain is a useful device only
because of the pieces that comprise its length. Individually, our
lives are merely a link. Separate, we are weak, yet together we
form a functional kingdom chain, with Yahshua as the master link.
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into our minds is the type of presents that we have received
during holidays, birthdays and anniversaries. Typically these
presents are items we have asked for and are given in gratitude.
All too often, these are the images that come to mind when we
think, or hear, about spiritual gifts. This is a completely false
understanding, especially in the context of 1 Corinthians 12.

As we defined in Chapter 1, charisma is a miraculous faculty
and part of the description of a spiritual brother or sister. Yahweh
does not “give” presents to you out of gratitude because you are
such a “good” person. In reality, Yahshua states there is only One
who is good, (and it is not us) in Matthew 19:17: So He said to
him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is,
Yahweh (God). But if you want to enter into life, keep the
commandments.” In addition, the prophet Isaiah describes our
righteousness in Isaiah 64:6: “But we are all like an unclean
thing, and all our righteousness are like filthy rags; we all fade as
a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away”. Ask
yourself, “Why would Yahweh be grateful because I am not good
and therefore unclean? Why would He reward me for being so?”
The answer is: He isn’t, and He won’t. That mindset is a
perversion of blessings. Blessings, as defined in Scripture,
particularly Deuteronomy Chapter 28, are the natural effect of an
obedient relationship with Yahweh. In other words, the
descriptions of blessings in Scripture describes how your life
should be, and the infiltration of chaos and judgment should be
the exception. Yet today many times we describe our life as
chaotic, with intermittent stretches of blessings. This is totally
upside down from what Scripture depicts. Due to this view, we
see blessings as gifts from Yahweh, and thus they are seen as the
exception instead of the norm.

Charisma is not Talent

The confusion of talents and charisma has long plagued the
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mindset of the body of the Messiah. This perhaps is due to the
fact that the definitions of each are very closely related, combined
with the fact that sometimes what once was considered a talent
prior to salvation or baptism of the Holy Spirit may actually be a
part of your charisma instead. Whatever the case, confusion is
high on this subject. If you refer to Webster for enlightenment,
the confusion may be elevated, as even in the definition of these
two concepts, there is much confusion. Simply put, a talent is a
natural ability. Charisma, on the other hand, is of divine design.
Yet talents are often symptomatic of your charisma.

For example: Joe Bob may be a very talented musician and
able to play a wide variety of instruments. After his salvation, Joe
Bob discovers praise. His experience of praise is the most natural
and satisfying experience he has ever had. His charisma is praise,
as that is what he was designed for, but his talent is the ability to
play musical instruments.

Everyone has talents—believers and pre-believers alike.
However, it is the spiritual brethren that discover how their talents
enhance their charisma for the kingdom of Yahweh. Remember, 1
Corinthians 12 is not a discourse on spiritual gifts per se, but
rather a discourse on the characteristics that describe spiritual
brethren. An easy way to keep the concept of charisma and talents
straight is to think of a car as charisma, and the tires as talents. A
car without tires is still a car, just not very functional. However
tires by themselves are of no use, but when combined with the
car, the usability is enhanced.

Charisma is not Fruit of the Ruach (Spirit)

The fruit of the Ruach (Spirit) is the normal, expected outcome
of a believer’s growth, maturity, holiness, Messiah-likeness and
fullness of the Ruach haKodesh (Holy Spirit). Because we all
have the responsibility of growing in our faith, all have the
responsibility of developing the fruit of the Ruach (Spirit) in our
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Most often, as we begin our ministries and discover our
charisma, we have stars in our eyes. Being innocent and young in
spirit, we are easy prey for the evil one. Do not be fooled.
Understanding how you are designed is important, but
understanding how you are not designed is paramount. In
Matthew 10:16 Yahshua tells us that He is “sending us out as
sheep among wolves,” and He gave important instructions as
well. He said we are to “be wise as serpents and harmless as
doves.” In order to accomplish this we need to understand and
recognize the counterfeit.

Matthew 10:16
“Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of
wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents and
harmless as doves.”

In other words, know your adversary, be aware of his tactics.

Robert Tuttle once said, “Satan is on a tether. If, however, we
slip within reach or range of his tether by yielding to temptation,
or lack of understanding, he’ll have us for breakfast.”

In order to stay out of the reach of Satan, we must know who
we are, and exactly who we are not.
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this individual believed that Yahweh began to speak to him.
Initially, I was not alarmed as the Father does speak to His
people, in many different ways. Yet the alarm was sounded when
the context was revealed. In this case, the subject matter was
contrary to Torah and therefore to the redemption message of the
Messiah as well. These counterfeit words of knowledge revealed
pagan sun god worship of Nimrod, Samuramis, and Tammuz to
this individual. Because he could not discern the voice of the
adversary from the voice of Yahweh, he believed that these were
words from the Father, revealing deep, spiritual meaning and
understanding from the Scriptures that no one else had.

Eventually, ego and pride was manifested, and he would not
listen to the truth and my many warnings, which ultimately led to
this individual’s self inflicted sifting and dislocation from the
body. Currently, this individual is incarcerated in a county jail.
Even though I knew these prophetic words of knowledge were
counterfeit, there was nothing I could do, because he believed
them to be true. That is how counterfeits work. They look good,
sound good, and may even feel good, but in the end there is only
destruction. So I say to you: test the spirits, be wise and don’t be
fooled. Remember, “all that glitters is not gold”, and if you are
not careful, you’ll be sifted.

How do we tell what is real and what is counterfeit? Simple,
just as Yahshua directed us in 1 John 4:2-3. “*By this you know
the Ruach (Spirit) of Yahweh (God): Every spirit that confesses
that Yahshua haMaschiach (Jesus Christ) has come in the flesh is
of Yahweh (God), *and every spirit that does not confess that
Yahshua haMaschiach (Jesus Christ) has come in the flesh is not
of Yahweh (God). And this is the spirit of the anti-messiah
(antichrist), which you have heard was coming, and is now
already in the world.” Beware, because the spirit of the anti-
messiah (antichrist) is already upon the body and they don’t even
know it!
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lives. Fruit is not discovered (as are our charismas), it is
developed through our relationship with Yahweh and through our
ability to yield to the Ruach haKodesh (Holy Spirit), or rather our
ability to die to self. Charisma defines what a believer does. Fruit
of the Ruach (Spirit) defines what a believer is. In other words,
fruit is the response of charisma. Fruit therefore is the proof or
evidence of one’s charisma. Plainly put, charisma without fruit is
worthless.

A good example of this is the church in Corinth. They were
one of the most problematic assemblies Paul wrote to, however,
they moved in their “gifting” according to 1 Corinthians 1:7. So
what was the problem? The problem was they did not manifest
the fruits of the Ruach (Spirit). That is why Paul wrote 1
Corinthians 13 with such detail. It is important to note that this
pattern is seen throughout the New Testament. A passage on fruit
always accompanies the primary passages on “gifts”, or charisma.

For example: 1 Corinthians 13 follows 1 Corinthians 12;
Romans 12:8 is immediately followed by “let love be without
hypocrisy,” and “be kindly affectionate to one another with
brotherly love” (verses 9 and 10). In Ephesians 4, the “gift”
passage ends with verse 16, and the fruit passage picks up in
verse 17 and runs through the next chapter.

Charisma is not Roles

Roles differ from charisma in that they are task oriented,
which may not have anything to do with divine design. A simple
analogy of this is the butter knife. One day, I had to work on an
electrical outlet in my house. As I started the project, I realized
that all of my flat blade screwdrivers had undoubtedly become
digging instruments for our young boys and were no longer
available. After a moment of bewilderment, I realized that in the
kitchen, in the silverware drawer, there were many make shift
screwdrivers at my disposal. I grabbed a butter knife and
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completed my task. The butter knife was not designed to be a
screwdriver, but out of necessity that was its role that day.

We experience this every time we have grabbed a shoe to drive
a nail, a butter knife to loosen a screw or a paper towel to use as a
coffee filter. So it is with our roles in the kingdom. You may find
yourself performing tasks that are not necessarily designed for
your charisma, and that’s okay. Your charisma may be that of the
apostle, but your current role is that of shepherd. Or your
charisma may be teacher, yet you are the church secretary. Your
charisma may be shepherd, yet you are the janitor, bus driver, etc.
This doesn’t mean your charisma has changed, but rather you
have a particular role to fill a current need. Remember, walking in
the kingdom of Yahweh is a team activity and everything is your
role.

Charisma is not the Definition of your Salvation

Too many times I hear believers say, “This is what the
kingdom is all about. This is what it’s like to be saved,” and I am
grieved. I’'m grieved because they have defined their salvation, as
well as Yah’s kingdom, by their own life. This is a lie straight out
of the pit to enslave you. Neither your salvation nor the kingdom
of Yahweh is about you. It is all about Yahshua and the
sovereignty of the Father—period. Anything else opens the
doorway of pride and ego. We are to clothe ourselves with the
Messiah, not self, and walk in the Father’s ways, not our own.
Your charisma is not even about you, even though it gives you
definition. Your charisma is the way that you were designed and
is all about the Father’s plan. It may be your destiny, but it is still
His plan and His kingdom. Simply stated, charisma is not
something you possess, but rather something that is expressed
throughout your life in the context of your relationship with the
Father. For clarity, let’s break down the Greek word
“charismata”.
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Charis ma ta
Grace endowments flowing

In other words, charismata is a continuous flowing of
endowments designed through grace throughout your journey of
life, according to the Father’s divine plan. Your ability to let the
endowments flow, as designed within the realm of spiritual
authority, is what defines you as a spiritual brother or sister. It is
not yours to hold onto, or to define your salvation, or even to
define who you are in the kingdom. Only Yahshua can do that, as
He is our only definition. Anything else is deception.

Beware of the Counterfeit

We are spiritual beings to be sure; however, spiritual beings
are not limited to the Father’s kingdom. The unfortunate truth is
that there are spiritual forces of evil as well, just as Paul wrote in
Ephesians 6:12: '*“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood,
but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the
heavenly places.” Even though our adversary has been defeated
and has no creative power, he still is able to cause chaos in the
ranks of the believers. One way of doing this is by raising up false
prophets and counterfeits. Yahshua Himself stated this in
Matthew 24:24: “For false messiahs (christs) and false prophets
will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible,
even the elect.” A good example of this is the counterfeit
manifestations of Pharaoh’s magicians in response to what
Yahweh was doing through Moses.

For as many different charismas as the Father has designed, |
believe the evil one has a counterfeit, and many unknowing,
spiritually young believers are sifted. I experienced this first hand
with a new convert I was discipling. After a few months of study,
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